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I will talk about reeds. I went around Lake
Biwa by bike with my father. Please look at this
picture. I saw the tall plants in the water along
the lakeshore. I didn’t know (1) [ ] they
were before I saw them with my eyes. I was so
surprised to find that they were about four meters :
tall. S —

Reeds are useful in many ways. I will tell you about three of them. First,
reeds and the microbes living among them help to keep the water in the lake
clean. Second, the reed communities are the homes of birds and fish. Some birds
make their nests in the reed communities, and some fish live there. They are
protected from other animals there. Third, reeds are used to make things we use
in our lives such as sudare and notebooks. We should remember that reeds are
very useful in our lives.

I found a graph about reeds in Shiga on the Shiga Prefecture website. Please
look at @ this graph. It shows the changes in the area of the reed communities in
Shiga from 1953 to 2014. In 1953, we had the largest area of the four years on
the graph. Because we lost a lot of natural lakeshores and reeds, in 1992 there
was only about 50 percent of the area we had in 1953. So, the rule to save the
reeds was made in 1992. We believe that this also helped to clean.
On the graph, the area keeps increasing after the rule was made.

What can we do to save the reeds? 1 want to do two things. I will use
notebooks made from reeds. Some of the money from the notebooks is used for
activities to save the reeds. Also, I want to join the volunteer work to cut reeds.
If we cut reeds in winter, new reeds grow in spring and the number of reeds will

increase.
I believe that there are a lot of ways to keep the lake clean. Why don’t you try
something?

(1£) reed(s) : I (A XF D) lakeshore(s) : {5 microbe(s) : T&/EW)
reed communities : reed community (3 v OEFH) OEEE nest(s) : H
sudare: 724 website : V=7 WA b (F—AX—Y)
change(s) in : ~D %A1l natural : BIROEE D rule : A
increasing : increase (¥ % %) @ ing ¥ made from : ~5H T 7
the number of : ~D ¥

1 @[ 1 ICAD WY REE 2 EAEX R X0,

2 WROEMIZ, FKFETEILIW,
Why do some birds and fish use the reed communities as their homes?
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Hiroshi says there are a lot of ways to keep the lake clean. What can you do
to do so? Please write your idea. Your idea and Hiroshi’s have to be different.
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James: Akiko, I have a question about bowing.

Akiko: OK. What is it?

James: Well, I learned the Japanese expression gomennasai from my host family.
They say that sometimes it is better to bow when I say gomennasar.

Akiko: I understand what they mean. If you say gomennasai without bowing, in
some cases, we may feel you are not really sorry.

James: Oh, I see.

Akiko: After hearing your story about gomennasai, I am starting to think that the
same things can happen to everyone who studies a foreign language. Do
you have any advice for me when I speak English?

James: Well, I think you should look at the eyes of the person speaking with you.
Sometimes you don’t do that when you are speaking with me. Can I ask
you why?

Akiko: Well, when I speak with other people, looking at their eyes is not
comfortable for me. Some Japanese people don’t think it’s polite.

James: In America, by looking at the eyes of the person speaking with you, you
show that you are interested and listening. This is called “eye contact.”
My parents often told me about the importance of eye contact when I was a
child. Please remember my advice when you speak with people from
Western countries.

Akiko: Thank you for telling me. I didn’t know that.

James: I think gestures are a little different in each country. Bowing and eye
contact are good examples of this.

Akiko: I think so, too. Today I have learned an important thing from you. @ To|
understand different cultures, just learning languages 1s not enough.

James: I agree. I think that there are strong connections between language and
culture. I believe that knowing about different cultures is an important
part of good communication and will help us with understanding each
other.

Akiko: I'm sure it will.
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host family : FA F 7 7 2 U — case(s) : LA advice : 7 K/3A &
comfortable : = Z 5 LW polite : fLEEIE LW Western : PH{ED
gesture(s) : Yz AF ¥ — (EAXAF27) connection(s) : BAf%




T2 O 4RSS R (R
2T el | [3H&HE]

1 BHEI1OEBRIBANLDETOFNS, WMEDORLRLZHLDE 1 DD, L5 TEZ
REWY,

p=ll

2 BHAOTHEED IEFEFPITZ2NEEL CTEZTORFEL LT THEITEALEEKE
DHEURNWZ ENEW] LHDEN, ZOEBIZEH1ICEDLIITENN TV DD,
EbLEUIRELDE, WOTHOIFETOFRNG 1 DB, L5 TEZ LIV,

T FOR—UREETAE = REOHEHRPKTELTCLEY &, FIZIAD LTV
BIRSCEENHFIED LR R0, BoTHMINTLEY ZLITRDIND,

4 ANZEoTEALROMEBNZNENR R > TS0, EXFALEEEZMANT
WTh, TOFEILLSTUBRATEWER) ZLENAEZNENRLR > TWNDND,

7 HEAEFICBONTEZ DI TWDEEIL, EMIZEN L, MBI b SRR
HTHDHID, XFLSINTLE S LK ERNMEDL LR 2o TLE I b,

I BLOVWAELEOSEEIIBWTE, EFRUAOEH G THEZM> TWVWDH I ENE N
W, XFFFICLTLEY LN TWEEEN DL LR RoTLE I ND,

3 BH2%ZFAT, KOEMICHFETEZ LI,
Why is eye contact important when you speak with people from Western
countries?
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